CLASSIFICATION  “ys=6#cT - 25X1A

s Approved For Belemas 2TELURENGHA RORNE0045TRO0ALPOALONS

’i U
,g/ iNFORMATSECRET=PORT A
CONFIDENTIAL
\ COUNTRY Czechoslovakia @@ﬁiFﬁ%_ﬁ_ ““‘L DATE DISTR. 10 Noverficr 19/8
SUBJECT 1. Meat Production and Congumption in Slovakia NO. OF PAGES 3 S:\é«
2. Construction Work in Slovakia ‘ A
K(%%%R ED 25X1A RAR‘ mg‘fmogz Efv\\l'? LS.
DATE OF (‘A u SUPPLEMENT TO 25X1X
) REPORT NO. :

a. On 1 January 1947, there wers 1,000,844 head of eattle in Slovakia.
During 1947, 242,000 head were consumed. This figure includes 40,000
head which were shirped to Bohemia and 10,000 conserved by camning.

b. On 1 January 1948, the total number of cattle in Slovakia was 834,408,
By 1 July 1948, this fisure stood at 905,880, The planned quota to be
delivered this year amounts to 90,743 nead. (Only fully sroun cattle
are accerted.) Up to 1 September 1948, 40,146 head had been bought
off, leaving 50,597 head to be bousht off by the Govermment if the quota
wag to be net. According to the plan, 45,371 head were to be delivered
to, and purchased by, the Government br- 1 July 1948 and the same amount
betueon 1 July and 31 December 1948, If the quotas are net, i.e. ful~-
£illed br 100%, the derand (for reat) will be satisfied by 65% only, as
it is not rossible to expect that even 35% of the quotas of pigs will
bo met.

¢. On 1 July 1948, there were 702,963 head of swine; 20,591 had been de=
livered by that date to the Government. The plaonned guota, howcver, to
be delivered between 1 Sepborbar and the end of the year is 1N9,291. Here
the food administiration authorities rust count on a complete failure; it
had been ascertained in 70 out of 20 districts that the farmers are not
wiliing to meet these quotas and are trying to avoid this duty by all
means available. It is exrected that, at the best, 50,000 suine will be
delivered to the anthorities, This situation is best rrflected in the
shortace of lard. Bratislava has receivad rations of lard in only three
of the monthly ration voriods this year; in other ration periods marrmarine
was substituted,

d. It must be added that b 1 Jamiary 1948 Slovakia had an "iron reserve®
of arproxi-aiely 1,250,000 ke of canned rmeat and that about 19,000 tons
of reat ws :bmrted f‘ron Hungary, Juzoslavia, and Poland,

g, It is expected that the planned -ntas will be net to an even less satis-
factory desree during the romnining part of the year for the following
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1) The breaking up of large property holdings was accompanied by the

. breasking up of livestock inventories. In the majority of cases
these holdings were divided among new arrivals who seldom brought
any cattle with them. Owners of one head of cattle are unable to
meet their quotass these ropresent the. greatest pomber., Other
cattle growers reduced their herds below the minimm as a result
of the droughtt last year.

%
3,

2) The great disparity in prices between agrieultural and industrial
products; the low prices of cattle for slaughter (6,000 - 8,000 Kes)
and high pricos of utility cattle (25,000 - 30,000 Kes). :

3) The producers! lack of confidence in the Czechoslovak currency and
the practice of securing desired goods bty exchange.

4) The antagoniam between the farmers and the workers.

5) A pronounced resistance to the present regime. For instance, in
the village of Prickopa, when the quotas of milk were being deter-
mined, the farmers declared in unison that they would not "feed the
ingatiable belliss of the Commmnists”. HMinutes of the meoting at
which this statoment had been made were submitted to the Commlssariat
for Food; the Third Bureau of the Commissariat of the Interior asked
for the mimutes and had several of the farmers arrested.

£, No important changes in the provisioning of the Army have been noticed.
The Army has boen recelving practically the same quantity of meat every
month. The Army Service Corpa (V04) had requisitioned €,000 kg of can-
ned meat of good quality. Canned msat imported from Hungary, vhich was
offered them wos refused; the V04 then roquisitionsd the meat which had
been orderad in Jugoslavia~not the amount requested, however; the Army
order was £illed gradually. Eighty thousand kg of canned meat is a four-
wack supply for the troops statloned in Slovakia at the present time.

g. TFor 1949, on the basia of the Five~Year Plan, the following meat pro-
duction figures are glven: heef = 26,056 tons, veal = 4,77, tons, pork -
12,500 tons, horse meat - 90 tons, goat's meat - 25 tons, mitton - 378
tona, total = 43,823 tons. At an average yearly consuption of 31,59 Kg
per person, 1,900,000 consumers (of vhom 1,600,000 are "self-suppliers")
will require 60,334 tons of meat. In 1949, Slovakia will have to import
17,51% tons. For the entire Czochoslovak Republic the importation of
74,884 tons of meat 1s planned. Tt will also be necessary to import 55
million esegs and 10,000 tons of lard.

2., Copstruction Work

2, - A1l buildings, whether private of public, must be built by the Czecho~
slovak Construction Works, the only auwthorized agency inthls field.
Husak declared that all "black® and "gray" building jJobs would be
sevorely pmished. The distribution of comstruction materials is di-
rectly controlled by a certain sector which, in turn, is controlled by
the Commissariat of Technology. Building materials can be allotted
only for buildings scheduled in the Two~Year or the Five-Year Plans.

The shortase of cement and bricks can be explained by a considerable
deersage in the labor force in this field of production, especially during
the summer monthe. There are reasons to believe that the nroduction of .
cement and bricks has inercased substantislly in recent weeks since foreed
transgfers of labor wore effected from sectors vith surplus labor to those
short of labor. Although the Government lays great stress upon the Five-
Year Plan {or plans as submitted to the Central Planning Cormission and
to the Economic Council) it doesnot follow it strictly to the letter ub
alters it according to circumstances.
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Generally, the planning of induetrial plant uilding was subject to
the approval of the Ministry of Natiomal Defense in every individual
cage, Originally, a principlc wms adopted according to vhich all im-
portanit industrial establishments were to be located cast of the line
of Ostrava-Brno-Znojmo, Based upon this prineiple, directives for the
£4nal drafting of specific plans have boen issued. These plans, how-
ever, are not binding either for the Central Govermment in Prague or
for the Slovak Board of Commissars. The Slovek Board of Commissars,
for example, in assisning priorities to comstruction projects recently
ordered that work be started on uildings vhich had been originally
scheduled for the final period of the Five~Year Plan or had not been
included in the Plan at all (for example: chemical factory in Nowvaky,
margarine factory in Bratislava, slaughterhouse in Presov, etc.).

Al%hough the public authorities strongly emphasize the importance of
planning, and in spite of the severs sanctions againat sabotage of the
Plan, the plannera' activities present a chaotie pleture, as temme
have not been clarified yot and the areas of jurisdiction have not
been defined.

The construction phase of the Plan shouws the poorest performancs,

especially in Bohemia, In Slovakia the chief cause of a poor per—
formance hag been the lack of labor.
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